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Bartosz Kontny, Mirosław Pietrzak 

mEROVINgIaN BELt ON tHE VIdIVaRIaN WaISt? 
UNExPEctEd ImPORt FROm tHE ELBLąg gROUP 

cEmEtERy at NOWINKa, tOLKmIcKO cOm.

a lthough small, the elbląg group is a very important 
cultural unit attributed to the West Balt cultural cir-
cle. it is situated in northern Poland. archaeologi-

cal sites are located near the edge of the elbląg upland, 
between the mouth of the Pasłęka River and the south-
ern edge of the «drużno Bay» reconstructed in the form 
it may have existed in the late antiquity (fig. i col. ins.). 
this concentration was called the elbląg group of the West 
Balt circle by Jerzy okulicz (1973. P. 471; 1989. P. 89, 90) 
and the name has been generally accepted by scholars, al-
though there are opinions that this group was subordinated 
to a cultural unit from the sambian-natangian area called 
by Wojciech nowakowski the dollkeim-Kovrovo culture 
(Nowakowski, 1996. P. 96, 97; Bitner-Wróblewska, 2001. 
P. 21–25, 132) or indicates the mixed, Balt-german-scan-
dinavian character of the culture of that area, resulting in its 
lack of independent character (Bitner-Wróblewska, 2008b. 
P. 109). the elbląg group was formed several decades af-
ter the Wielbark culture population deserted its cemeteries 
located on the eastern side of the Vistula delta. this hap-
pened, as it seems, in the final stage of Phase d and the be-
ginning of Phase e (the turn of the 5th and 6th centuries), as 
a result of a so-far not completely explained process of sym-
biosis of interregional and «sambian» elements. the elbląg 
group was formed as the eastern edges of the Vistula delta 
were taken over by the newly formed social group, or, as we 
believe, by the Vidivarii, known from Jordanes’ writings1. 

1 some researchers (Kunkel, 1942. P. 1812, 1813; Okulicz-
Kozaryn, 1992. P. 140) try to associate the new settlement at the 
elbląg upland with the information from the early 6th century 
presented by Jordanes in Getica V, 36: «Ad litus autem Oceani, 
ubi tribus faucibus fluenta Vistulae fluminis ebibuntur, Vidivarii 
resident ex diversis nationibus agregati…»; and elsewhere in Get-
ica XVii, 96: «...nunc [i. e., in the early 6th century] ut fertur in-
sulam eam [i. e., Gepedoios thus probably the elbląg upland?] 
gens Vidivarii incolit... qui Vidivarii ex diversis nationibus ac si in 
unum asylum colecti sunt et gentem fecisse nescuntur». the un-
usual way of forming through the allochtonic process of a new 
tribal group, probably with the use of aestian settlers moving 
from the sambian Peninsula, mixing with the migrating from 
various parts of the world members of germanic military reti-
nues and sailors from Bornholm and other Baltic islands is 
convincingly supported by the archaeological sources. for be-
sides the early «almost Balt» cemeteries from Phases e1–e2a 

unfortunately so far the area hasn’t been studied in 
details (see: Kowalski, 2000). this is because pre-war 
archaeologists were intended to find medieval port-of-
trade truso, not the so-called Old Prussian culture from 
migration Period. moreover documentation of excava-
tions along with almost all the artifacts were lost dur-
ing the World War ii. therefore we reconstruct the 
image of the culture basing mainly on two cemeter-
ies: from Łęcze, tolkmicko com. (former: silberberg 
bei lentzen), published in the late 19th century (Dorr, 
1898), and one from nowinka, tolkmicko com. which 
has been published lately (Kontny, Okulicz-Kozaryn, Pi-
etrzak, 2011).

We’d like to discuss one of the graves from the lat-
ter necropolis, n 84 (fig. 1; 2). its pit was oval in out-
line, elongated along nW–se, with trough-shaped 
profile, dimensions 200×70 cm and depth c. 40 cm. 
filling was heterogeneous: in the upper part in the 
centre it was light grey sand and at the perimeter black 
soil with traces of burning. deeper (especially near the 
bottom) black soil with charcoals and small burnt hu-
man bones with grave goods were situated. in the cen-
tre of the deeper layer an iron one-edged sword was 
lying, next to it two vessels and remains of a drinking 
horn with a fitting. to the west of the hilt there was 
a concentration of belt fittings, a buckle and a brooch, 
some with slight traces of melting. an adult person was 
buried here. immediately under the layer of burning 
of the cremation grave (limits of the pit are unclear) 
a horse skeleton was found. it was oriented along nW–
se axis with head to se, lying belly down. fore part 
of the trunk was visibly leaning to the right, legs were 
bent and neck arched. the head was turned to the left. 
snaffle bit stuck in muzzle; near the skull scattered 

(i. a., młoteczno, Braniewo com., site 3; garbina, Braniewo 
com.; Podgórze, Braniewo com.; Pasłęk, Pasłęk com.; cho-
jnowo, tolkmicko com.) there are: one of the four largest in 
northern europe concentrations of finds of Byzantine solides 
issued in 455–518 and the hoards of silver and gold ornaments 
from the second half of the 5th century and the early 6th century 
(Godłowski, 1981. P. 104–109; Bursche, 1998. P. 225; Ciołek, 
2001). together with the cemeteries they formed contempora-
neous concentrations of settlement points.
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Fig. 1. Plan and equipment of the grave 84 from nowinka
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Fig. 2. equipment of the grave 84 from nowinka
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headgear fittings were located. the skeleton was fe-
male, 1,5–2 years old.

grave furnishing is characteristic of the male graves 
in the elbląg group, i. e., it embraced weapons, a drink-
ing horn, clay flask vessels, a brooch and a belt (Kontny, 
Okulicz-Kozaryn, Pietrzak, 2011. P. 116–121). neverthe-
less the belt itself with a set of fittings was absolutely un-
typical here. Below we’ll present them in groups.

t-shaped belt fittings (fig. 1, 4; ii col. ins., 1, 2) 
with rectangular perforations in the centres and sin-
gle rivets at the arms’ ends were 1,8 cm in height and 
2,2 cm in width. they were ornamented with rows of 
stamped circles along the edges. apparently they are 
not utterly unique: such fitting was found also in grave 
35 from nowinka but it was more robust and adorned 
in a different, more complicated way, having analogies 
in scandinavia (Kontny, Okulicz-Kozaryn, Pietrzak, 
2011. P. 23, 24. Pl. XXiV, 2). t-shaped fittings are quite 
numerous in the olsztyn group (however, usually with-
out openwork pattern) where they are dated to Phase 
e2b (Kowalski, 1991. fig. 2; also see: Kowalski, 2000. 
P. 215, 216), and occasionally at the sambian-na-
tangian area, e.g., schosseynoye, ray. guryevsk, stray 
find (former: Warten)2. from the elbląg group, besides 
nowinka, so far only one find was known (fig. 3, 6): 
Jelonki, Rychliki com, stray find (Rudnicki, Trzeciecki, 
1994. P. 151. Pl. iii, 2).

Relatively numerous (over a dozen items) t-shaped 
fittings were found in scandinavia (fig. 3, 1) where they 
are determined as type tR1 (Nørgård Jørgensen, 1999. 
P. 114), c10 (Ørsnes, 1966. P. 292. fig. 27) or c5 (Høi-
lund Nielsen, 1987. P. 76). some were found on Born-
holm, more on gotland, in sweden and, exceptionally, 
also in norway (Ørsnes, 1966. P. 292; Nørgård Jørgensen, 
1999. P. 114). they are considered to be attributes of 
men’s belts; on Bornholm they are determined as Phase 
ii, i. e., 560/70–610/20 a.d. and on gotland as Phas-
es i–ii, i. e., 520/30–610/20 a.d. (Nørgård Jørgensen, 
1999. figs. 107, 110, 116). they comprise compact 
and slim (see the finds from grave 84) items but so far 
no chronological differences between them have been 
found. it should be noted that the majority of scandina-
vian finds was silver-plated, which makes them different 
from the finds from nowinka.

although present in scandinavia they were most 
popular in the merovingian circle (see: Åberg, 1919. 
P. 114. fig. 154–166). yet they were not studied thor-
oughly here so it’s inevitable to enlist many more of 
them to draw conclusions concerning rules of their ap-
pearance (fig. 3, 2–5)3.

2 silver-plated item, i. e., an import (personal commit-
ment: Konstantin skvortsov, whom we are very grateful for the 
information).

3 e.g., the alamannic cemeteries in hailfingen, stadt Rot-
tenburg am neckar, grave 286 (Stoll, 1939. P. 58. Pl. 24, 1 c, d; 
Koch, 1968. Pl. 29, 3), marktoberdorf, lkr. ostallgäu, grave 
34 — four items (Christlein, 1966. P. 114, 115. fig. 15. Pl. 10, 5–8) 
and schretzheim, stadt dillingen a.d. donau, grave 463 (Koch, 

they make up a group of diverse forms: besides 
items similar to the finds from nowinka there are 
also fittings with typical proportions but with lower 
parts ended with a circular plate with a rivet4. much 
more compact fittings are proved too5. there are also 
items with clearly elongated central arm ended with 
a semi-circular or circular plate with a rivet6. most 

1977. P. 100, 101. Pl. 120, 13, 14); the frankish necro polises 
Krefeld-gellep, stadt gellep, grave 2638 — three items (Pi-
rling, 1979a. P. 133; 1979b, P. 54. Pl. 54, 6) and Kleinlangheim, 
lkr. Kitzingen, grave 19 (Pescheck, 1996. P. 217. Pl. 3, 14), grave 
37 — two items (ibid. P. 220, 221. Pl. 8, 9, 10), grave 113 (ibid. 
P. 234, 235. Pl. 26, 17), grave 115 (ibid. P. 235. Pl. 27, 13), grave 
192 — two items (ibid. P. 247, 248. Pl. 45, 6, 7), grave 195 (ibid. 
P. 248. Pl. 46, 4), grave 293 — four items (ibid. P. 266. Pl. 71, 4, 
7–9; 94, 4–7), grave 295 (ibid. P. 267. Pl. 73, 2; 96, 14), West-
heim, lkr. Weiβenburg-gunzenhausen, grave 134 (Reiβ, 1994. 
P. 322, 323. Pl. 64, 5), grave 152 — two items (ibid. P. 333–
335. Pl. 71, 17, 18), grave 170 (ibid. P. 352–354. Pl. 86, 3), grave 
from Wölfersheim, lkr. Wetteraukreis — two items (Behrens, 
1937. P. 272. fig. 6, 12, 13), andernach-Kirchberg, lkr. may-
en-Koblenz, stray finds (Vogel, 2006. P. 164. Pl. 28, 4, 5, 9, 12–
18), grave 11a — four specimens (ibid. P. 146. Pl. 4, 10–13), 
grave 7 — two specimens (ibid. P. 145. Pl. 2, 13, 14) and grave 
10 (ibid. P. 146. Pl. 4, 3, 4), Weingarten, lkr. Ravensburg, grave 
12 — two items (Roth, Theune, 1995. P. 18. Pl. 6, 8) and grave 
335 — two items (ibid. P. 99, 100. Pl. 126, d, e), eichstetten, 
lkr. Breisgau-hochschwarzwald, grave 201 (Sasse, 2001. P. 211. 
Pl. 86, A5, 6) and grave 272 (ibid. P. 230, 231. Pl. 116, 9), Peigen, 
lkr. dingolfing-landau, grave 36 — five items (von Freeden, 
Lehmann, 2005. P. 68, 69. fig. 36, 12), grave 42 — four items 
(ibid. P. 75–77. fig. 42, 11), grave 170 — four items (ibid. P. 147. 
fig. 170, 7), grave 189 — three items (ibid. P. 153, 154. fig. 189, 
11–13), at the cemetery Beckum i, lkr. Warendorf, grave 43 
(Capelle, 1979. P. 23. Pl. 17, 43.i), Junkersdorf, stadt Köln, grave 
80 (La Baume, 1967. P. 162. Pl. 6, 80.2), Pleidelsheim, lkr. lud-
wigsburg (Koch, 2001. P. 285–287), Kelheim-gmünd, lkr. Kel-
heim, grave 53 (Koch, 1968. Pl. 29, 3), göggingen, lkr. augs-
burg, grave 57 — two items (Stein, 1961. P. 81, 102. fig. 2, 1), 
two items from an unknown site from the Römisch-germa-
nisches Zentralmuseum mainz collection (Behrens, 1947. fig. 
104), four items from Basel-aeschenvorstadt, Kt. Basel-stadt, 
grave 334 (Giesler, 1998. fig. 225), liebenau, lkr. nienburg a.d. 
Weser, grave g12/B5 (Häβler, 1983. P. 82. Pl. 37, 1; 87, 5), grave 
h11/B1 (ibid. P. 52. Pl. 6, 1d, e; 81, 7), grave K12/B1 (Häβler, 
1985. P. 107. Pl. 48, 4, 5).

4 e. g., andernach-Kirchberg, lkr. mayen-Koblenz, 
graves 7 and 10; Kleinlangheim, lkr. Kitzingen, grave 115, 
1 item from grave 293, grave 295; liebenau, lkr. nienburg 
a.d. Weser, grave K12/B1; Peigen, lkr. dingolfing-landau, 
grave 36.

5 e. g., andernach-Kirchberg, lkr. mayen-Koblenz, 
stray find; eichstetten, lkr. Breisgau-hochschwarzwald, grave 
272; Kleinlangheim, lkr. Kitzingen, grave 293; Westheim, 
lkr. Weiβenburg-gunzenhausen, grave 134.

6 e. g., andernach-Kirchberg, lkr. mayen-Koblenz, grave 
11a and stray finds; eichstetten, lkr. Breisgau-hochschwar-
zwald, grave 201; Kleinlangheim, lkr. Kitzingen, grave 192; 
marktoberdorf, lkr. ostallgäu, grave 34; Peigen, lkr. dingolf-
ing-landau, grave 189; Weingarten, lkr. Ravensburg, grave 12; 
Westheim, lkr. Weiβenburg-gunzenhausen, grave 152 and 
grave 170; Wölfersheim, lkr. Wetteraukreis — one item.
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of the merovingian finds had openwork decorations 
along the longer part7 like in the case of the items from 
nowinka although there were also openwork decora-
tions in the elongated, narrow, lower part (Koch, 1977. 
P. 124) as well as finds without openwork decoration 

7 considering the reconstruction of the arrangement of 
the fittings on the belt (Pescheck, 1996. P. 49. fig. 19), it seems 
that the openings may have been used to fasten the straps from 
which various objects were suspended.

at all8. their location in the burials sometimes sug-
gests that they were used for fastening belt pouches 
in men’s graves, e. g., marktoberdorf, lkr. ostallgäu, 
grave 34 (cf.: Christlein, 1966. fig. 15). Variant with 
elongated central arm may have been also used for 

8 e. g., andernach-Kirchberg, lkr. mayen-Koblenz, stray 
find; Kelheim-gmünd, lkr. Kelheim, grave 53; Kleinlang-
heim, lkr. Kitzingen, grave 37; Peigen, lkr. dingolfing-lan-
dau, grave 170 and one item from grave 189.

Fig. 3. examples of belt ittings parallel to ones from nowinka, grave 84: t-shaped ittings (1–6),  
rectangular openwork ittings (7–11), tongue-shaped strap ends (12–17),  

shield-on-tongue buckles (18, 20), ornamental belt mount (19):
1, 12, 13 — stora ihre (after: Nørgård Jørgensen, 1999. Pl. 107, 2, 3, 6); 2, 3, 16, 18, 19 — Weingarten, grave 335 (after: Roth, 

Theune, 1995. Pl. 126, 4); 4, 5 — Beckum i, grave 43 (after: Capelle, 1979. Pl. V, 43.i); 6 — Jelonki (after: Rudnicki, Trzeciecki, 
1994. Pl. iii, 2); 7, 8 — linz-Zizlau, grave 61 (after: Ladebauer-Orel, 1960. Pl. iV, 61.2); 9 — Weingarten, grave 362 (after: 
Roth, Theune, 1995. Pl. 132, F. 2); 10, 11 — Weingarten, grave 487 (after: Roth, Theune, 1995. Pl. 176, c, d); 14 — liebenau, 

grave e17/B3 (after: Brieske, 2001. fig. 89, 1); 15 — liebenau, grave K14/a1 (after: Brieske, 2001. fig. 89, 2); 17, 20 — elbląg, 
moniuszki st, feature 239 (after: Neugebauer, 1975. Pl. X, 5, 6)
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attaching the scabbard, which is suggested by the find 
from a frankish cemetery in neuβ where two such fit-
tings adjoined the edge of the scabbard of a sax (Stoll, 
1940. Pl. 34, 2). taking into consideration the loca-
tion of the fittings in grave 84 in the case of nowin-
ka such a function of t-shaped fittings should be ex-
cluded: more probably they were used for suspending 
objects.

as refers to chronology, the finds from liebenau, 
lkr. nienburg a.d. Weser in lower saxony, grave h11/
B1, are dated to the late 6th century (Häβler, 1997. 
P. 289), or c. 600 a.d., within Phase 5 of the cem-
etery (Brieske, 2005. P. 115). in the merovingian cir-
cle t-shaped belt fittings may occur together with ones 
decorated with motifs of animal heads; they are known 
from the last tierce of the 6th century especially from the 
east frankish and alamannic areas, but also from low-
er saxony (Brieske, 2001. P. 200–203. fig. 83; Böhme, 
2005. P. 87). they were also found in less ornamented 
sets of fittings, yet they are considered to have a deco-
rative function (Brieske, 2001. P. 209). they are indica-
tors of men’s burials from Phase 4 (590–620/30 a.d.), 
after ursula Koch, and items with elongated central arm 
are basically a little later within this phase (Koch, 1977. 
fig. 8, B).

great majority of t-shaped fittings from merovin-
gian circle was silver-plated, although forms without sil-
ver coating also appeared. 

the second type of belt fittings make up six bronze 
belt mounts, rectangular, 4,2–4,5 cm in height, 1,6–
1,7 cm in width, with pairs of rivets in the corners and 
openwork octagonal pattern in the centres (fig. 1, 3; 
ii col. ins., 3). they are ornamented in the similar style 
as t-shaped fittings, i. e., double row of stamped cir-
cles and triangles along the edges. so far no analogies 
for these mounts were found either in the Balt milieu 
or in scandinavia. however, similar items may be oc-
casionally found in the merovingian circle where they 
are interpreted as sets of belt fittings (fig. 3, 7–11). as 
an example one may quote two items from grave 61 in 
linz-Zizlau, Bez. linz-land. (Ladenbauer-Orel, 1960. 
P. 39. Pl. 4, 61, 2)9, finds from grave 362 (Roth, Theune, 
1995. P. 106. Pl. 132, A2) and 487 from Weingarten, lkr. 
Ravensburg — two items (ibid. P. 142, 143. Pl. 176, c, d), 
grave 54 and 286 from the alamannic cemetery in hail-
fingen, stadt Rottenburg am neckar (Stoll, 1939. P. 47, 
58. Pl. 25, 39, 40; Menghin, 1983. fig. 18). the latter 
have been determined as group d of graves with two-
edged swords, dated to 580–620 a.d. (Menghin, 1983. 
P. 59, 60. fig. 25), a similarly dated items come from 
grave 25 in mainz-finthen, stadt mainz (Hilberg, 2009. 
fig. 7. 39, 4. footnote 946), from the frankish buri-
al in Wölfersheim, lkr. Wtteraukreis (Behrens, 1937. 
P. 272. fig. 6, 16), and from the alamannic cemetery 
of oberböbingen, lkr. gmünd (Veeck, 1931. Pl. m, 4). 
the last-mentioned one occurred in a set with a square 

9 one with a cross-shaped opening.

belt mount decorated in the niello technique — so it was 
probably a washer10. a very similar find to the one from 
oberböbingen was discovered at the frankish cemetery 
of Krefeld-gellep, stadt gellep, grave 2616 (Pirling, 
1979a. P. 132; 1979b. P. 49. Pl. 49, 3), especially with re-
spect to the compact proportions. another analogy is the 
fitting from grave 23 in dingden-lankern, lkr. Borken, 
which had a simpler rectangular opening; on the basis of 
the coins found in the burial it is dated to the 7th century 
(Werner, 1935. P. 100. Pl. 28, B.3).

four bronze, tongue-shaped strap ends create the 
next element of the belt set from grave 84 at nowinka 
(fig. 1, 5; ii col. ins., 4). halfway along they had a waist. 
they were adorned with two rows of stamped circles and 
triangles along the edge of the tongue, i. e., in a simi-
lar way as the belt fittings mentioned earlier, but there 
were also transverse grooves on the waist. their length 
was 5,9 cm and width 1,1 cm. they may be ascribed to 
tongue-shaped strap ends type ZR1 (Nørgård Jørgensen, 
1999. P. 113), c12 (Ørsnes, 1966. P. 292. fig. 32–36), or 
c6b (Høilund Nielsen, 1987. P. 76). such fittings were 
found mainly on gotland and Bornholm (fig. 3, 12, 13), 
sometimes there were several (up to four) items in one 
grave (Nørgård Jørgensen, 1999. P. 113). they are also 
known from norway, sweden and estonia11. they oc-
curred rarely in Brandenburg, e. g., stöβen, lkr. Bur-
genlandkreis, grave 61 (Schmidt, 1961. Pl. 86, A; 1970. 
P. 32. Pl. 24, 2.a), or thuringia, e. g., alach, stadt er-
furt, grave 1/81 (Timpel, 1999. P. 176)12, and quite fre-
quently in western germany and holland, i.e., ala-
mannia, austrasia and lower saxony (fig. 3, 14–16)13. 

10 a similar interpretation (as «gegenbeschlag») was as-
signed to the find from grave 54 in hailfingen, stadt Rotten-
burg am neckar (Stoll, 1939. P. 47).

11 it is worth to note that tongue-shaped strap ends type 
ZR1 are internally diversified (see: Nerman, 1969. Pl. 22–24). 
the items from nowinka differ from the other ones by their 
marked waist with transverse grooves between the ferrule and 
the tongue.

12 the find is connected with the frankish presence in 
thuringia.

13 e.g., altenerding, lkr. erding, grave 467 (Sage, 1984. 
P. 134, 135. Pl. 63, 22), and grave 610 (ibid. P. 170, 171. Pl. 80, 
7), altluβhein, lkr. Rhein-neckar Kreis, grave 22 (Oexle, 
1992. Pl. 2, 7. 4), dörverden, lkr. Verden, stray find (Gen-
rich, 1963. P. 37. Pl. 7, 4), gammertingen, lkr. sigmarin-
gen, grave from 15.12.1902 (Rieth, 1937. P. 45. fig. 4, 12), 
liebenau, lkr. nienburg a. d. Weser, grave e17/B3 (Bries-
ke, 2001. P. 210. fig. 89, 1), grave K14/a1 (Häβler, 1983. P. 
119. Pl. 63, 3), Pfullingen, lkr. Reutlingen, two stray finds 
(Quast, 2006. P. 288. Pl. 81, 277, 279), Regensburg, lkr. Re-
gensburg, horse grave from 1977 (Oexle, 1992. Pl. 103, 222. 
10, 11), schretzheim, lkr. dillingen, grave 540 (Koch, 1977. 
P. 115, 116. Pl. 142, 28, 29), two items from unknown site in 
the Römisch-germanisches Zentralmuseum mainz collec-
tion (Fiedler, 1962. P. 37. Pl. 60, 7, 8), stuttgart-Zazenhau-
sen, stadt stuttgart, stray find (Veeck, 1931. P. 241; Koch, 
1977. P. 81), maastricht, limburg prov. and groβ-Rohrheim, 
lkr. Bergstraβe (Koch, 1977. P. 81), Peigen, lkr. dingolfing-
landau, grave 42 — two items (von Freeden, Lehmann, 2005. 
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at the frankish areas they were exceptionally rare14. the 
finds from the northern part of the merovingian circle 
are explained by the scandinavian influences (høilund 
nielsen, 2003. P. 214–216) yet as the finds of such fit-
tings were quite numerous in the merovingian circle this 
does not have to be true. Besides the scandinavian in-
fluence also parallels with southern germany are taken 
into account (Falk, 1980. P. 35. footnote 124; Brieske, 
2001. P. 210). interestingly, unlike in scandinavia, the 
merovingian strap fittings often occurred together with 
elements of headgear, which suggests that they were also 
used as elements of horse furniture (e. g., gammertin-
gen, Regensburg, Beckum i, Beckum ii)15. 

the single finds from france or italy differ consid-
erably from their possible north-european prototypes 
(Ørsnes, 1966. P. 292). however, some of the frank-
ish finds have features which make them similar to the 
fittings from nowinka: like them they have a waist be-
tween the tongue and ferrule, sometimes with transverse 
notches (Baudot, 1860. Pl. XViii, 7; Boulanger, 1909. 
Pl. XXXiii, 2; Vallet, 1996. Р. 688. fig. 560, 3; 561, 
6, 7); similarly waisted strap ends dated to the 1st half 
of the 6th century (Brieske, 2005. P. 109, 110) are also 
known from lower saxony: liebenau, lkr. nienburg 
a.d. Weser, grave e17/B3, and grave K14/a1 (Brieske, 
2001. P. 210. fig. 89). the scandinavian finds are con-
sidered to denote Phases ii–iii in norway and Born-
holm, and Phases i–ii on gotland (Nørgård Jørgensen, 
1999. fig. 107, 110, 116) whereas the discoveries from 
the merovingian areas are dated to the 6th century (Falk, 
1980. P. 35, 36).

such forms are also recorded, but sporadical-
ly, in the olsztyn group — two items from grave 10 

P. 75–77. fig. 42, 12, 13), undenheim, lkr. mainz-Bingen, 
grave 7 (Schnellenkamp, 1935. P. 86. fig. 15, 2), Weingarten, 
lkr. Ravensburg, grave 335 (Roth, Theune, 1995. P. 99, 100. 
Pl. 126, k), Beckum i, lkr. Warendorf, grave 17 (Capelle, 1979. 
P. 15. Pl. 8, 17.i; Oexle 1992. Pl. 155, 341. 8, 9), Beckum ii, 
lkr. Warendorf, grave 110 (Oexle, 1992. Pl. 166, 370. 6–9, 20, 
21), Bremen, lkr. Bremen, grave 14 (ibid. Pl. 179, 381. 6, 7), 
grave 21 (ibid. Pl. 182, 382. 4, 5).

14 e.g., Brechen-niederbrechen, lkr. limburg-Weilburg, 
grave 3/1950 — two items (Schoppa, 1952. Pl. 3, 2), grave from 
Wölfersheim, lkr. Wetteraukreis (Behrens, 1937. P. 272. fig. 6, 
11), or Krefeld-gellep, stadt gelep, grave 454 — the latter was 
considered to be an import from scandinavia (Pirling, 1966a. 
P. 205, 206. fig. 24, 5; 1966b. P. 59. Pl. 36, 454.12).

15 in scandinavia such cases are very rare, e. g., nørre 
sandgård Vest, grave 1, Bornholms amt (Jørgensen, Nørgård 
Jørgensen, 1997. P. 175. Pl. 4, 1), Kobbeå, Bornholms amt, 
grave 1 (Nørgård Jørgensen, 1992. fig. 11). see also much 
later finds, dated to c. 675 a.d. (Arwidsson, 1977. P. 131), 
from Valsgärde, gamla uppsala sn, grave 7, where highly dec-
orative tongue-shaped strap ends with motifs of human heads 
served as end fittings of the central strap of the horse headgear 
(ibid. Pl. 21, 43; 22, 45, 46, 57, 75). at the alamannic areas, 
in turn, slightly later and less profiled tongue-shaped fittings 
(with very slightly concave sides) were found in women’s bur-
ials as garter and shoe strap ends, e. g., truchtelfingen, lkr. 
Zollenalbkreis, grave 27 (Menghin, 2007. P. 442, 443).

in Waplewo, Jedwabno com. — ex-Waplitz (Åberg, 
1919. P. 99. fig. 135; Voigtmann files; Jakobson files), 
perhaps also the fragmentarily preserved item from 
grave 219 at Kosewo ii, mrągowo com. — ex-Kos-
sewen (Jakobson files); they are more frequent in the 
elbląg group (fig. 3, 17). from its area, besides the 
items from nowinka, one can mention also the stray 
find from chojnowo, tolkmicko com. — ex-conrad-
swalde (Neugebauer, 1934. Pl. lXX, 3e; 1975. Pl. Xi, 
upper left) and a silver-plated item from grave 239 from 
the cemetery elbląg, moniuszki st, elbląg com. — ex-
elbing-scharnhorststrasse (Ehrlich, 1937. P. 275. fig. 
8; Neugebauer, 1975. Pl. X, 5). the former has a slight-
ly different shape than the classical tongue-shaped 
strap ends16. the latter is fragmentarily preserved; it 
was accompanied by a pair of shafted weapon heads 
and a silver-plated shield-on-tongue buckle (germ. 
Schilddornschnalle), which suggests that the assem-
blage belonged to the late phase of the elbląg group. 
the dating of the item from Waplewo is not different: 
the crossbow brooch with a trapeze-shaped plate on 
the head and a buckle of the Kreuzdornschnalle type 
which accompany it are dated to Phase e2 in the ol-
sztyn group (the supposed item from Kosewo was not 
accompanied by precise dating elements).

the fittings from nowinka are do not seem to be 
a local imitation of northern or western originals be-
cause other features such as proportions or the orna-
ment have exact analogies in scandinavia, e. g., stora 
ihre, hellvi sn on gotland (Nerman, 1969. Pl. 24, 258, 
259; 1975. P. 11, 94), or Kobbeå, Bornholms amt, grave 
1 (Nørgård Jørgensen, 1992. fig. 11, 6, 7) as well as in the 
merovingian circle — the frankish finds and the ones 
from liebenau mentioned above. however, it is difficult 
to decide definitively whether they were merovingian or 
scandinavian imports basing only on their shape.

a buckle is the only lacking belt element of the belt 
set. the complete buckle was found in grave 84 but it 
seems unreasonable to link it with the fittings described 
above: it is only 1,5 cm high (fig. 1, 2). searching for 
another explanation one may enumerate a fan-shaped 
bronze fragment with width of 1,4 cm (fig. 1, 6). most 
probably it is a spike of a shield-on-tongue buckle with 
a broken off spike and part embracing the frame. the 
same type of ornament, consisting of a double row of 
stamped circles and triangles along the edges, proves 
that the item should be joined with the other belt fit-
tings. also a fragment of a bronze fan-shaped plate 
(fig. 1, 7) with two rivet holes (1,5 cm wide) should be 
attributed to a buckle: probably it served as a terminal 
of buckle’s ferrule (fig. 3, 18) or the end of the orna-
mental mount shaped identically as the buckle’s ferrule, 

16 however it has analogies in scandinavia, e. g., on Born-
holm: Østerlars, grave 1 (unpublished, Bornholm museum 
inv. n 1409×108) and Vasegård, stray find (unpublished, na-
tional museum in copenhagen, inv. № c35092, Bornholm 
museum, inv. n 2147×37).
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situated at the opposite end of the belt (fig. 3, 19; 4, 2). 
its shape, decoration (double row of stamped circles 
and triangles along the edges), rivet sticking in it and 
its size very close to the shield on tongue make this idea 
most probable17.

from the area of the elbląg group other find of 
that type is known (fig. 3, 20): the silver-plated item 
from elbląg, moniuszki st, feature 239 (Ehrlich, 1937. 
P. 275. fig. 8; Neugebauer, 1975. Pl. X, 6)18. it repre-
sents the form with elongated, trapeze-shaped or trian-
gular ferrule19. it seems probable that the buckle from 
nowinka had a similar form. these forms were dat-
ed to the 2nd half of the 6th (Godłowski, 1981. P. 114) 
or even to the 7th century and treated as an indicator 
of the final phase of the elbląg group (Kowalski, 2000. 
P. 220). they are well documented for the olsztyn 
group (mainly the items with oval-shaped ferrule) and 
their presence is confirmed also for the sambian-na-
tangian area (cf.: Åberg, 1919. P. 111–114). Jacek Kow-
alski treats them as indicators of Phase e2 in olsztyn 
group (Kowalski, 1991. fig. 2) which to a certain extent 
contradicts the later dating of such forms for the elbląg 
group he suggested. shield-on-tongue buckles were 
also found in scandinavia where they are determined as 
types a2–3 (Ørsnes, 1966. P. 288, 289. fig. 3; 10; 14; 
17; 19) or a1a–c (Høilund Nielsen, 1987. P. 75). in anne 
nørgård Jørgensen’s classification they are assigned 
to type gu2 — with an elongated ferrule, or gu3 — 
with an oval ferrule (Nørgård Jørgensen, 1999. P. 114. 

17 theoretically it is possible that the item is a fragment of 
an eight-shaped loop (germ. Schlaufe) known from the olsz-
tyn group, e. g., leleszki, Pasym com. — ex-leleshken (Bit-
ner-Wróblewska, 2008a. Pl. lVii), tumiany, Barczewo com., 
grave 121 — ex-daumen (Jakobson, 2009. Pl. 70, k), grave 141 
(Heydeck, 1895. Pl. V, 10; Kulakov, 1989. fig. 51, 1; Bitner-
-Wróblewska, 2008a. Pl. XXiV; Jakobson, 2009. Pl. 73, m), gra-
ve 148 (Kulakov, 1989. fig. 53, 1; Bitner-Wróblewska, 2008a. 
Pl. XXVi; Jakobson, 2009. Pl. 78, h). such forms occur with, 
i. a., t-shaped belt fittings, buckles type Kreuzdornschnalle, 
shield-on-tongue buckles and crossbow brooches decorat-
ed with rings of notched wire which allows to place them in 
Phase e2; Rasa Banytė-Rowell (2009. P. 233) placed them in 
the whole late migration Period. nevertheless such interpre-
tation on the fitting from grave 84 is less probable, and we deal 
here with the shield on tongue.

18 in this group of artefacts a buckle from Żuławka 
sztum ska was mentioned (Godłowski, 1981. P. 114. fig. 31; 
Jagodziński, 1997. Pl. iii, 6; Bogucki, 2006. P. 101. fig. 10). 
inaccurate drawing included in the above-mentioned papers 
could have maintained this idea. actually the item preserved in 
collection of archaeological museum in gdańsk, inv. n 1986: 
59, and thus it has to be underlined that it unequivocally comes 
from elbląg, moniuszki st, feature 239.

19 this group may be also extended by a ferrule of a buckle, 
probably type shield-on-tongue, from Komorowo Żuławskie, 
elbląg com. (personal commitment: mateusz Bogucki, Ph. d., 
whom we’d like to thank for the information), and a fragment 
of a ferrule probably of a buckle of analogous type from the 
collection of the museum of elbląg, inv. n 254/700 from an 
undetermined site at the area of elbląg.

fig. 101, 2, 3). they were found on Bornholm, gotland 
and in norway, in the last-mentioned place only forms 
type gu3 (Nørgård Jørgensen, 1999. P. 114–116). the 
finds from scandinavia are considered to be indicators 
of nordic Phase i and ii (520/30–560/70 a.d. and 
560/70 — 610/20 a.d.), and the norwegian items and 
forms with elongated ferrule are clearly later (Nørgård 
Jørgensen, 1999. fig. 107; 110; 116).

shield-on-tongue buckles are the most numerous 
in the merovingian circle. according to ursula Koch 
such buckles appeared in men’s burials from Phase 3 
(565–590/600 a.d.), but mainly in Phase 4 (590–
620/30 a.d.), and the latest items even in Phase 5, i. e., 
620–650/60 a.d. (Koch, 1977. fig. 8, B). according 
to other interpretations they belong to Phase 5 (565–
580/90 a.d.) in the Rhineland — items with elon-
gated ferrule (Müssemeier et al., 2003. fig. 7), and to 
Phase ma3 (560/70–600/10 a.d.) in france — mainly 
items with an oval ferrule (Legoux, Périn, Vallet, 2006. 
P. 62). items from thuringia were included in groups 
iiib (560–600 a.d.) and iV (600 — c. 700 a.d.) af-
ter Berthold schmidt (1961. P. 140. fig. 5, A; Pl. 45, 
s; see: fig. 1). finds of slim buckles of that type from 
lombards’ cemeteries in italy were ascribed by Volk-
er Bierbrauer (2008. fig. 18) to Phase 1 (572–590 
a.d.). merovingian and north european items are in-
dicators of men’s burials. it seems that finds from the 
elbląg group, including nowinka, should be associat-
ed with the scandinavian items type gu2 or merovin-
gian ones (namely from Phase 4, after u. Koch). this is 
confirmed also by the fact that the spike from nowinka 
was found together with possible fragment of ferrule’s 
terminal of the shield-on-tongue buckle typical of arte-
facts with elongated ferrules.

the belt from grave 84 at nowinka is very impor-
tant for chronology of the cemetery (see: Kontny, Oku-
licz-Kozaryn, Pietrzak, 2011. P. 121–125). the feature 
is linked with the latest, 3rd, phase of the necropolis so 
it provide us with the data for absolute chronology of 
this stage. according to the data given above Phase 3 
should be dated to circa the turn of the 6th and 7th cen-
turies or — more probably — to the early 7th century. 
it stands in agreement with the dating of another grave 
from that phase: grave 85 which contained a drinking 
horn with a fitting decorated in animal style ii, vari-
ant B (Ørsnes, 1966), and a bracelet similar to type Q2 
used on Bornholm in Phases 1c–2a and thus during 
the whole 7th century (Høilund Nielsen, 1987). the lat-
est date for grave 85 is the time when style ii gradually 
lost its popularity, i. e., the mid-7th century (Birkmann, 
1995. P. 64, 65). therefore it is sure that the cemetery at 
nowinka and thus the whole elbląg group prolonged its 
existence during the early stage of the 7th century what 
so far was at least problematic (Kowalski, 2000. P. 220, 
221, 230).

summing up, we deal with the complete set of belt fit-
tings, additional to the «normal» belt with a simple buck-
le. the original belt seems to be an import, most probably 
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from the merovingian area, what is proved by the propor-
tion and ornamentation of strap ends and t-shaped fit-
tings matching better to the merovingian pattern as well 
as appearance of the rectangular openwork fittings not 
proved for scandinavia but spotted in the Western eu-
rope. Basing on the western analogies (fig. 4, 1–5) we’d 

like to offer the reconstruction of the belt from grave 8420 
(fig. 4, 6). the western connections in the elbląg group 
are proved also by the find of t-shaped belt fitting with 
the elongated arm from Jelonki, which fits the merovin-
gian, not scandinavian, milieu. one may remind also the 
silver-plated finds from feature 239 at elbląg, monius zki 
st, where shield-on-tongue buckle and tongue-shaped 

20 naturally, we can’t place particular mountings surely so 
one should treat it only as a proposition.

strap end were also found. from the other side, we can-
not neglect scandinavian influences in the elbląg group 
which are of the greater importance (Kontny, Okulicz-
Kozaryn, Pietrzak, 2011. P. 126–129). it could result from 
subordination of areas of Jutes, saxons and thuringians 
to frankish state in 2nd half of the 6th century so they were 

included in merovingian cultural zone. it shortened the 
distance between franks and Balts. therefore postulated 
interest of frankish merchants in trade with eastern re-
gions could account for intensifying frankish influences 
on the olsztyn group, possibly with thuringians as medi-
ators (Kowalski, 2000. P. 234). it seems that contacts with 
the elbląg group had similar character, but sea routes 
could have been here of the great importance. maybe it 
was the way through which the merovingian belt came to 
«Vidivarian» warrior.

Fig. 4. arrangements of the belt ittings in the merovingian circle (1–5) and nowinka (6):
1 — Kleinlangheim, grave 195; 2 — müdesheim, grave 4; 3 — Kleinlangheim, grave 39; 4 — Kleinlangheim, grave 192; 5 — 

Kleinlangheim, grave 293 (after: Pecheck, 1996. fig. 130); 6 — nowinka, grave 84 (drawn by Joanna glinkowska-Kowalewska)
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archives

Jakobson files: files of feliks Jakobson collected in 
Latvijas Nacionālais vēstures muzejs in Riga; see: Jakob-
son, 2009.

Voigtmann files: files of Kurt Voigtmann housed in 
Museum für Vor- und Frühgeschichte in Berlin.
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Бартош Контны, Мирослав Петшак

меровингский пояс на талии видивария? 
Неожиданный импорт из могильника 

эльблонгской группы в д. Новинка  
(р-н г. толькмицко)

резюме
В статье рассматривается погребение 84 мо-

гильника эльблонгской группы в Новинке, около 
г. Толькмицко в Северной Польше. Погребение 
имело вполне типичный характер — захоронение 
по обряду кремации, помещенное в могилу над за-
хоронением коня, — и содержало довольно обыч-
ные находки, такие как скрамасакс, керамический 
сосуд, гарнитуру конской упряжи, дисковидную 
фибулу местного происхождения в виде миниа-
тюрного умбона щита. Однако в этом же захороне-
нии был найден неординарный набор бронзовой 
пояс ной гарнитуры, состоящий из шести прямо-
угольных прорезных накладок, четырех языковид-
ных наконечников с перехватом, двух t-образных 
накладок и двух фрагментов пряжки с щитовид-
ным расширением основания язычка. Все эти эле-
менты декорированы в одинаковом стиле, что сви-
детельствует об их принадлежности одному поясу. 
Ближайшие аналогии указывают на меровинг-
скую среду. Некоторые из накладок похожи также 
на вещи из Скандинавии или западной части Бал-
тийского бассейна, однако в целом набор по ха-
рактеру — меровингский. Скорее всего, он отно-
сится к ранней поре Vii в., что дает один из самых 
поздних хронологических реперов некрополя 
в Новинке. 

Перевод резюме Л. Голофаст 


