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4.4 Alcksandcr Bursche

Moncty wezesnobizantyjskie zachowance z dawnej kolekejs

slaroiymo§ci pomorskich

Larly Byzantine Coins — Remnants of an Ancicnt Collection

of Pomeranign Anliquitics

O1 schylku Republiki az do poczaku TV
wicku po Chr. podstasvosvyg zlota jednostk
monetdmny stanowil w Rzymie zureus. Przy-
wilej jeeo emisjt spoczywal w rgkach cesarza
i w ezasach wezesnego Cesarstwa byt on wybi-
jany nicmal wylyeznie cencralnic, w mennicy
przy Kapitolu.

Konstantyn Wielki w poczgtkach swojego pa-
nowania upowszechatl nowy norminal ztoty
— solida. Emicowano go 7 mozliwic najezyst-
szego kraszeu, jaki udawalo sie wowezas uzy-
skac, 1 jego waga wynosita srednio okolo 1,5 g,
Poczgikowo byl wybijany w kilkunastu m-~n-
nicach na terenach Cesarstwa Rzymiskicgo,
w po7ni¢js7ym okresic dominujgcy rolg zd obyl
Konstantynopol, stolica Cesarstwa Wschod-
atcgo. Pontewaz picauadz srebony pojawial sig
7upelnie sporadycznie, 7a§ 7dawkowa monets
bryzowa ulegata staley dewaluag, o wlasnice
solid stat s1¢ do czasow upadku Cesarstwa Z.a-
chodniego, a nastepnie przez cale niemal Bi-
zancjum az do XI wicku, podstawg systemu
monetarnego. Byl jednostkg obrachunkows,
w solidach wyceniano majatki, of facano zoldy,
donatrva, trybuty 1 kontrybucje, wymicrzano
grzywny czy pobierano podadki.

Picrwsze solidy naplywaly jeszcze niczbyt
liczate na ol szary Pomorza 1 wysp dunskich,
wraz 7 ztotymi medalionami, juz w IV wicku,
w rczultacic kontaktéw clit gockich z pobra-
tymcami w strefie dolnego Dunaju (Bursche
1998 110 120, 2002a; 2003: 2010b; Ciolck
2010). Najwicksz e fale 7lotego pieniadza opu-
saily jednak ooszary Cesarstwa w drugicy po-
towic V 1 poczjtkach VI wicku. Pojawil si¢ on
najliczniej na terenach potudniowych wybrze-
zy Baltvku oraz Dani ( potudniowe) Szweq,
w rym zwhaszcza wysp baltyckich: Gotlandii,
Olandii 1 Bornholmu (Tagerhic 1967: Kyhl-
berg 1986; lluk 1987; 1988a; Mctcalt 1995;
Ciolek 2003b; 2005; 2009; 2010). "To monetar-
e zloto jest Swiadectwerm, potwierdzonveh

From the decline of the Republic unal as lace
as beginning of the 7 * ccacury AD the aurcus
constituted the standard zold coin of the Ro-
man Empi:c. The privilege ol 1ts minung was
the emperor’s and ar the rimes of the carly
Fainpirce the aurcus was struck almost exclu-
sively by the Capicol muint.

In the beginning ol his reign, Constantine the
Great introduced a new gold coin — the solid-
ius. The larrer was struck from the purest pos-
sible zold available 21 the time 1in question and
tc weigheed, on che average, about 1,5 g. At rirse
the solidius was issued in a dozen or so minis
situated within the Roman Emg irc only later
to become struck in the capital of the Fast-
ern Empire, Constantinople. Due 10 the [act
that the silver coin occurred only sporadically
and the small b-onze coin got g-adually deval-
ucd, the solidius could get transformed 1nto
Byzanttum’s standard currency; a position it
maintained from the decline of the Roman
Cmpirc up =l the [1= ceatury. The solidius
constituted a financial unit in which property
was valuated, soldicts” pays, donativa, tributes,
contributions, fees or fxes were paid.

T'he first solidi came, along with gold medal-
lions, to Pomecranta and the Danish isles in
small amounts from as early as the <"
tury owing to the contacts of Goth clites with
their kin from the lower River Danube arcea
(Bursche 1998, 110—:20; 20024; 2003: 2010b;
Ciolck 2010). Ilowever, the biggest numbers
of th=se gold coins left the Empire in (e
late 5 and carly 6™ century, They eppeascd
in 2 big number within the coastal arca of
the southern Balue and in Denmark and the
southcrn Sweden, 1n particular in such Bal-
tic isles as Gotland, Oland, and Bornholin
(Fagcerlic 1967; Kyhlberg 1936; Tluk 1987.
1988a; Mctcalt 19955 Ciolck 2003b, 7005,
2009, 2010, . This monetary gold atcests, ac-
cording to the writcen records, o huge crib-

cen-
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przez zrodla prsane, ogromnych trybutow wy-
ptacanych na potudniu prz.z Rzymian ludom
barbarzyfiskim, kiore plagdrowaty 1 ostztecznie
zasicdlily obszary Cesarstwa Zachodniorzym-
skiego (] agerlie ]9()7 [luk 19854; 1985b; 1 ‘)‘%7,
Mecteall 1995). So]ld) traliaty duzyml pdrlia»
mi ra Polnoc, na tereny, 7 ktorych wywodzili
sie boscy przodkowie germanskich wladceow,
jako ctekt relagt migdzy clitami plemicnneg
wladzy, utzymywanych przez wiele pokolen
(Bursche 2002b).
Problemem szeroko dyskutowaaym w licera-
turze sa okolicznodei dostania sie (ak licznych
monct zlotych do ziemi. Znajdowanc sg onc
czesto wraz. ze zlotymi ozdobami, najezescie;
wlormic pierSeient lub ich [ragmentow,
a W nicco poznicjszym okresic takze ze skan-
dynawskimi brakieatami, jednostronnymi me-
dalami wykonami w wyciskanej blasze, stano-
wigeymi u Germandw Potnocnych, podobnice
jak rozme (ormy picrécceni (72g). symbole
wladzy. Z terendéw Pomorza najbardzicj zra-
ny jest znaleziony jekoby na gltebokosci 2 m
w tozlic depozyt z Karlina, pow. biatogard.la,
rawicrajycy obok zaopatrzonych w uszka so-
Liddw ze schvtku TV 1 Vowicku szcéc skandy-
nawskich braktcacow typu C z drugic) polowy
V wieku, trzy pierécienie, w iym jeden 7 rapi-
sem runicznym, [ragment zlotego naszyjmbka
[ub l‘r'}ns()lﬂrv, 7oty p'uu)r(‘lx ze spiralnic zwi-
nigtego drutu @ zapewnc inne zabvii (Ciolek
2001, 91 96, ar 118; Clolck 2007, 101 202,
nr 144; ‘Iybulewicz 2011). Ostatmio zostal na
tcrenach Pomorza Zachodnicgo znaleziony
nowy zespol ztozony 7 dwua braktreatdw typu
C, uzech zawieszek 1 jednego pierscienia.
Duzo wigcey takich znalezisk znanych jest
7 poludniowej Skandynawii. W pochodza-
cytn 7 naszego zbioru depozycae 7 Malecho-
w1, obok monct, wystapit zloty picrScich 7.
winiglego spizalnie drutu, kiory sie niestety
atc zachowal,
Nie ulega zatem watpliwosci, ze solidy nie
byty przypadkowo gutionc, ale cclowo de-
ponowanc. czesto pod duzymi gltazami, jak
miiafo (o Towniez miejsce w pr/v])a(lku depo-
zytu z Malechowa. Nicsteey nic wicmy, w jaki
sposob byl ukryty duzy skarb 7 Karsiboru,
gdvz moncty zen pochodzyee znajcowano
na kartotlisku w sporym odstgpic lat 1 do ccgo
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utes which Romans paid to barbaric socictics
in the south plundering and evenrually se--
Uing the West Roman Fanpire ‘Fagerlic 1967;
[luk 1985a, 1985b, 1987; Mctcalt 1995), Lacge
quantities ot the solidi went (o the northern
terri.orics, where the divine ancestors ol Ger-
man rulers had originated, in the effece of eac
rcladons cxisting Hetween the wribal power
clices and maintained for many a gencration
(Bursche 2002D).

Onc topic widely discussed in the Iiterature
on the sudject is the circumstances in which
so many gold coins were et 0 the ground.
Oftenames they arc tound togethe: wich gold
ornam=nts, usually mings or [ragments ol
rings, and, i the later pertod, with Scandi-
navian bracteates, thar is, single-sided medals
made by way of iunpressing un which north-
crn Germans considered, much as various
ring (orms, 10 L e symbols of powe- With re-
gard (o Pomcrania. the most [ainous bracte-
ate, cllegedly tound 2t the depth of 7 metres,
is the Karlino (Biatogzrd County) depositin-
cluding, apa:t trom the solidi with loops from
the late 4" and 5" century, a.so Scandinavian
C-type bractcates [tom the late 5 century,
three rings including once with a runic ia-
gold nccklace
or a hracelet, a golc bead madc of a spically
coile ] wire and probably other finds (Ciolek
2001, 94 96, No. 118; Ciolck 2007, 20 102,
N1 111; Tybulewicz 2011). Recently a new,
wo C-type bracteate seq, three pendants and
onc tinger ring have been discovered wichin
West Pomerania. More numerous (indings of

scription, the [ragment ol a

this type have been discovered i the south-
crn Scandinavia, Apart trom coins, the Ma-
lechiowo deposit from our collection also 1n-
cluded a gold ring madc of a spirally coiled
wite which, unfortunat=ly, was not preserved.
Therclore, there 15 no douabt that the solida
wcere not accidentally lost but =ather purposcly
deposited, often under large boulders, as was
the casc with the Malcchowo deposit. Regree
tably, we do not know how the huge Karsibor
hoard was hidden, (or the coins 1t included
were being found. year in, vear out, in the
potato (ield, and within a large area at that.
The deposit must have been destroyed and
dispersed as a result of ploughing. Srill, we



na stosunxowo duzym obszarze. Depozyt ten
rostal 7. pewnoiciy zniszczony i rozproszony
w rezuliace orki. Znamy jednak przypad-
ki znajdowania zcspotéw solidow w tostic,
7. terenéw Pomorza, obok wspomnianego
juz depozyw z Karlina, chodzt m.an, o skarh
7 Kedzierzyna, pow. koszalinski (Ciotek 2001,
100, nr 123; 2007. 106—107, nr 150) czy Ko-
szalina (Clolck 2001, 102 103, ar 132, 2007,
110-127, nr 203). Zlote monety byty zatem
celowo zatapiance, co wskazuje na wotywny,
chroniczny charakeer rych depozytow.

Wedle relac znecznie pdzricgszveh wpraw-
dzic sag, przedscawicicle skandynawskich clic
wladzy celowo ukrywali 1 zatapiali zlote pier-
Sciemic, w sobic tylko znanyeh migscach, aby
przywracaly im moc ,po §micrci”, w Walkalli.
Obecnosé na terenach Pomorza Zachocnie-
g0 i Srodkowcego solidéw z V : poczatkéw VI
wieku oraz, ich nafladownictw, a (akze okre-
slonych typow zlotych ozdob. w tym zwlasz-
cza naszyjnikow « zawicszek oraz skandy-
nawskich brakieatdw, wskazuje na fax, 7
obszary te w okresic wedrowek ludow sta-
nowily wspdlna strefe kulturowy 7 terena-
m1 poludaiowe) Skandynawi. Szezegdlnie
7ywe powigzania widoczne s; 7 obszarami
Bornholinu 1 Zelandii, co powwierdzajy 1akze
braktcacy 1 zawicszki pochodzgce z nicdawno
odk-ytego na Pomorzu Zachodnim depozytu.
Nic dziwi zatem lake, 17 nicspetna rzy wicks
poznic nastapilo ponownc ozywicnic kontak-
(OW w 1e] samej sirelie.

Do bardzo 1atcresujgecy, niestety do Ley oty
nicwystarczajaco przebadare] karegorii za-
bytkow, nalezg barbarzytiskic nasladownicowa
solidow, znanc z naszego zbioru z dwoch cg-
zemplarzy. CzeC z tych imitecji byta hez wzt-
picnia wykonana na »olucniu lub zachodzic
luropy i stanowita picrwsze cksperymenty
7 whlasnvin picnicdzem  Ostrogotow,  Swe-
bow czy Wizygotdw, ktdrzy cworzyli picrw-
sze panistwa narodowe nz ruinach Cesarsiwa
Zachodnimzymskicgo (Suchodolsk: 19862).
Imitacic te trafily wraz 7 solidami oficjalnych
cmisji na Potnoc. Nic jest jedrak wykluezo-
ne, zc nickedre cgzemplarze, podobaic jak
wezesniejsze nasladowniciwa  aureusow, sy
wyrobami lokalnyini (Bursche 2008D; 2009;
2010b). Stanowityby zarem ctap posredni do

do know of the cascs ol [:nding solidi scts in
peat. Apart from the alrcady mentionsd Ka~
lino deposit, Pomcrania can also boast both
of the so-called Kedzicrzyn (Koszalin Coua-
ty) hoard (Ciotek 2007, 100, No. 123; 2007,
105 107. No. 150) and Koszalin hoa:d (Ciolck
2001, 102-103, No. 132; 2007, 110=111, No.
163). Gold coins were thus intenuonally
plungced into the water, an activity suggest:ng
these d=posits’ votive, chthonic character.
According 10 sapas written, howcver, much
larer, represenfatives of Scancinavian power
chices dehiberancly hid and olunged gold rings
tn places known only to themsclves so as
these rings brought them back 1o power in the
allerlile, 1n Walhalla.

The presence of borh solidi and their imita-
uons (rom the 5" and carly 6% century and
particular cypes of gold ornaments, including
necklaces, pendants and Scandinavian bracte-
ates i West and Central Pomeranta points to
the face of these rerritorics to have constitut-
cd, together with the sowthern Scan linavia,
a common cultural zone during the Migra-
tion Period. Pardcularly lively ar= the bonds
ol these terrtories with Bornhol:n and Zea-
[and, a face coafirmed also by the presence of
bracteates and pendants in the deposit recent-
ly discoverec in West Pomicrania, No wonder
then that only three centuries later another
tevitalization ol muteal contacts occurred 1n
thc same zone,

One very interesting yet up tll now irsulii-
cicaty rescarched category of fiads arc bar-
barian imitations of solidi represented in our
collection: by two picces, A part ol these imnta-
tions must have been made in the southern or
weslern Furope anc comprised the first expe—
tments with cheir own moncey ot Ostrogoths,
Svebes or Visigoths who also built the firse
statcs on the ruins ol the West Roman Empire
(Suchodolski 1952). T'hesc imitations camec to
the north along with officially issued solidi. I
ts not tmpossidle, however, that some picces
arc, much like the carlier imirations of aurei,
local products (Bursche 2008D; 2009: 2010b).
Conscqucatly, they would constituce a halt-
way stage leading 10 the appearance ol gold
bracteates produced [rom the carly 6" cencury
onwards (Axboe 2004, 2007; Pesch 2007).
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wvkonywanvch, poczyna‘ac od picrwszej po-
towy VI wicka, ztorych brakecarow (Axboc
2004; 2007; Pesch 2007).

Solidy, jak wskazujg liczne analizy ( slady dzia-
talnotci zlotmiczey, bez waipienia byty wyko-
rzystywanc jako podstawowe zrodlo surowca
do produkeji lokalnych ozddb: naszyjnikow,
pictcicnt, zawicszek. paciorkow czy brakee-
atow (Bursche 20038k). Niematey bardzo czgsto
wykonywano w nich 0oiwor 1 od ej pory stuzyly
jako clementy kolit, ezgsto zlozong dodatko-
wo ze skandynawskich braktearow, zawicszek,
pietcieni czy paciorkow. J=den 7 soadow Teo-
dozjusza 1l z Karsiboru z naszego zbioru ma
takze otwor. Owwory 1e niemal bez wyjacku
byly wykonywanc od strony awersu nad gtowy
cesarza, co wskazuje, 7.¢ jego portret musiat od -
grywad istoing ~ole dla germanskich et whadzy
(Bursche 1998; Bursche, Wigeek 2011).
Ustanie naplywu soliddow ra obszary polu-
dntowych wybrzezy Baltvku w czasuch Ana-
stazjusza [, 1. w 2oczatkach VI svicku, wig-
zato sie 7 przerwanien dotychezasowe] sieci
powigzan komunikacyjnych z terenam: potu-
dniowymi, co bylo zapewne rezultatem prze-
micszezen Stowian na zachod, do Europy

Srodkowej (Bursche 2006a).
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As suggested by numcrous analyses and
traces of goldsmithing acriviey, solidi were
certainly usced as a basic raw matenal source
for thc production of the local ornamcnts
such as necklaces, rings, pendants, beads or
brecteates (Bursche 2008b). Sull, oltentimes
a2 hole was made in them so that they could
scrve as clements of the necklace, (requenty
composcd additionally of Scancinavian brac-
ledales, pencants, ings, or b=ads. One of (he
sol1di beloaging to Theodosius IT ol Karsi-
bor hoard and included in our collection was
also picreed. These holes were made, almost
without cxception, trom the obverse of tac
coin and precisely over the emperor's head;
a detet] suggcesting that, (or German pow-
cr clites, the ecmperor’s portrait must have
plaved a signilicanc role (Bursche 1998; Bur-
sche, Wigeek 2011).

T'he breaking of the solidi influx o the
southern Baltic coastal arca which took place
at the times of Emperor Anaseasius [, chae 1s,
im the early 6" century was duc 1o the dis-
ruption of the communication routcs Icad-
ing 10 the south, a probable effect of Slavs’
migratiors up west, towards Central Europe
(Bursche 2006a).
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ZAGINIONE - OCALONE
Yzczecinska kolekcja staro7ytnobci pomorskich

Publikacja prezentuje czgsé najeennicjszych odkryé archeolo-
sricznych z dawnych zbiorow szczecinskich, z terenow polozonych
obecnie w granicach Palski, ktore przetrwaty ewakuacje i zawieruche
wojenna. Zahytki przedstawiane sa zarowno w farmie bagato ilus-
Irowanega kalalogu 7znalezisk, jak i wprowadrzenia w pawiazane
7 nimi zagadnienia pomorskich pradziej6w i (zaséw wczesnego
sredniowiecza, Ksiazka sktada sig 7 pieciu rozdziatow, Pierwszy
dotyczy historii lworzenia szczecitiskiej kolekceji zabylkéw archeo-
logicznych oraz jej wyjgtkowych loséw na przestrzeni ostatnich
ponad szesédriesipeiu pipcia lat. Pozostale rozdzinly ukazuje 2nole-
ziska w ukladzie chronologicznym, w ramach okresow najdaw-
nicjszych dzicjow kultury na Pomorzu.

LOST - SAVED
The Pomeranian Anliquilies Calleclion of S7¢zecin

The publication prescents the part of the most valuable archacological
discoveries from the former Szczecin collection, found at the areas
nowadays lacated in Poland, which survived the evacuation and
turmail af WWIL. 1 hese archaeolagical findings are presented in the
farm of both a richly illustrated calalogue al discoveries as well asan
inlraduclion inlo the queslions of the Pomeranian prehislory and (he
early Middle Ages associaled wilh [hese anliquilies. The baok
comprises [ive chaplers. The Lirst one has been devoled 1o the hisloxy
of the establishment of the Szczecin archaeological collection and its
extraordinary lot within the last sixty five ycors. The remaining
chapters show the collected findings dironolugically and cut wp into
periods pertaining to the divisions within the carliest cultural
Pomcxanian history,
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